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The Apologetics Mandate:
Reason, Evidence, and Gentleness

| “Always be ready to give a logical defense to

anyone who asks you to account for the hope ... yet

?'"_' do it with gentleness and respect.” (1 Peter 3:15)

“The defense of the faith is not a luxury or intellectual
vanity. It is a task appointed by God that you should be
able to give a reason for the hope that is in you as you
bear witness before the world.” — R.C. Sproul

For Everyone

Gospel-Centered

God’s Role vs. Qurs

Apologetics is a duty
for every Christian,
not just scholars.

Any approach not
centered on the
Gospel is insufficient.

It is our job to share
the truth; it is God’s
job to save sinners.
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Two Paths to the First Cause:
Why Is There Something Rather

Than Nothing? The Contingency Stack
A gr Kalam Leibniz
(Temporal) (Hierarchical)
. Core How did the universe | Why does the universe
g | Question begin? exist at all right now?
_- ; Whatever begins to exist | Principle of Sufficient
e Key has a cause (supported | Reason (everything has
e Principle | by BigBang/expanding | an explanation in itself
&, il universe). or an external cause).
o An eternal, :
: What It beginningless past J::xu ?;T::ﬁ.ﬁﬁtl
Refutes (Hilbert’s Hotel P fact”
absurdity). |
Gonellision An Uncaused First A Necessary Sustaining

Cause.

Being.




The Teleological Arg

Strong Nuclear Force

If altered by just 2%, no
elements heavier than
hydrogen could form.

No carbon, no water, no life. '

Cosmological Constant

Controls expansion.

Fine-tuned to 1 part in 104123
(Penrose).

Like firing a bullet across
the universe and hitting a
one-inch target.

The Language of

Eugene Wigner's "unreasonable
effectiveness of mathematics"—the

universe runs on elegant code. I
P
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ument: A Cosmos Balanced on a Razor’s Edge

A

The Multiverse
Objection

The Multiverse is a
metaphysical escape
hatch, not a scientific

observation.

A “universe-
generating machine”
would itself require
exquisite fine-
| tuning.

(The Inverse
Gambler’s Fallacy).




The Moral Argument: The Transcendent
Origin of the Inner Compass

1. If God does not exist, 2. Objective moral values

objective moral values do do exist (e.g., torturing a

not exist (socio-biology ~ —— child for sport is __, 3. Therefore,
only explains the is, not objectively evil, regardless God exists.
the ought). of cultural consensus).

'
The Euthyphro Escape

God's
Perfec
Nature

Arbitrary Will Higher External Law
(God just made it up) (God is subject to it)

The False Dilemma

Solving the Dilemma: Neither horn is true.
God commands what is good because He is the
standard of goodness. His commands are the
necessary expression of His perfect character.




Synt_h_"_esis I: The Unmistakable Profile of the First Cause
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Conclusion: These arguments do not point to an impersonal force or a generic deity. They collectively construct the
exact profile of the God of the Bible. The philosophical groundwork is complete; we now turn to history.
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The Bibliographical Test:
The Best-Attested Document of Antiquity

The Bibliographical Test Matrix

New Testament 24,000+ copies | < 100 year gap

] Homer (lliad) ~2,000 copies | ~500 year gap <

] Plato 200+ copies | ~1,200 year gap <

Caesar ~10 copies | ~1,000 year gap < = _':-__ Artifact Focus:
The John Rylands Papyrus (P52)

Textual Criticism Dating to 125-175 AD, this fragment

Over 99% of “variants” are spelling errors or word-order changes. proves the Gospel of John was circulating
Mentors and skeptics alike agree: no essential Christian doctrine is rapidly, destroying theories of a late,
affected by any viable textual variant. second-century invention.
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The Proximity of Truth:
Early Creeds and Hostile Witnesses

36-38 AD 55 AD
33 AD l i
et @ ¥4) (Paul receives the (Writing of 1
@ (Crucifixion) Creed in Jerusalem) Corinthians 15)

4 — N — N oy . N
‘ The 1 Corinthians 15 Creed | The Criterion of Embarrassment Hostile Corroboration
s’ 5 it |

" Paul records a formalized creed that || If the Gospels were fabricated, they Non-Christian historians confirm the

critical scholars date to within 3-5 | would not include details that bedrock narrative. Tacitus (Roman)

years of the crucifixion. The core weakened their case. Yet they confirms execution by Pilate; Josephus

message of the death, burial, and feature cowardly disciples, a (Jewish) confirms Jesus was a

resurrection was established denier as their leader (Peter), and historical figure known as the Christ.

immediately, leaving zero time for women—whose testimony was legally

K mythological development. -..\\madmrsmble—as the primary W|tnesses.y L‘\i Y
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Minimal Fact I: The Medical Reality of the Crucifixion

The Mechanism of Death

Crucifixion caused death by « .

The victim had to push up on nailed feet to exhale
grating their scourged back against the wood,

until hypervolemic shock and respiratory acidosis
caused cardiac arrest.

The Spear Wound (JAMA 1986)

The Journal of the American Medical Association
confirmed that the “blood and water” from the spear |
thrust (John 19:34) indicates pericardial/pleural fluid
separation—a precise, medically accurate proof of
death an ancient writer could not have invented.

The Absurdity of the Swoon Theory

A half-dead, mutilated man creeping out of a

tomb in desperate need of medical care would

have inspired pity, not the world-altering worship )
Weel The Crucifixion of the ‘Prince of Life.” (David Strauss). <
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Minimal Fact II: The Empty Tomb
and the J.E.T.S. Framework

| - Jerusalem Proclamation E - Enemy Attestation
Christianity began in the very city Jewish leaders claimed the
where Jesus was buried. disciples stole the body (Matt
Authorities could have crushed 28). You do not invent a story
the movement instantly by about a stolen body unless the
parading the corpse. tomb is actually empty.

T - Testimony of Women S - Simple Story

The inclusion of women as the The Markan account lacks the
discoverers is culturally legendary embellishments
counter-productive, cementing characteristic of later folklore.
its historical authenticity.

The Roman Guard Obstacle

The “stolen body" theory requires a terrified band of
fishermen to overpower elite, heavily armed Roman sentries
and break an imperial seal. A physical impossibility.




Minimal Fact lll: The Unprecedented Appéarances

[ The Breadth of Encounters J

Individuals Small Groups
(Mary, Peter) (The Twelve)

\\\
\'\."

] Large Crowds

(Over 500 at once.
Paul challenged readers
to interview the iivin%
survivors in 1 Cor 15:6).

Skeptics & Enemies
(James, Paul)

- Refuting the Hallucination Theory

Psychological Impossibilit_v: Hallucinations are privii», subjective
events. A “group hallucinaticii” of 500 pega 2 2 ' cii X fically
undocumented.

Theologica. I.icn.nnru::-nce: First-century Jews believed in a general
resurrectionrat the end of time. They had no psychological
predisposition to hallucinate a single resurrected Messiah.
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Minimal Fact IV: The Ultimate Circumstantial Evidence

People will die for a lie they believe is true. But no one will willingly suffer torture and death
for a lie they know they invented. Their sincerity is an undeniable historical fact.

The Disciples James (The Brother) - Paul (The Ené'my)

Embarrassed skeptic who Elite Pharisee, violent
thought Jesus was out of persecutor of the early
his mind. church. e

Cowards hiding in locked
* rooms out of fear.

Bold proclaimers defying Revered leader of the The greatest Christian
the Sanhedrin. Jerusalem church. missionary and theologian.

g | F

1B -
| (Ultimate Willingly martyred for Stoned to death for his belief | Beheaded in Rome under
| Fate)s | their testimony. in his brother’s divinity. Emperor Nero.




' _The Falled Hypotheses |

The Swoon Theory

Explains the empty tomb, but
fails the medical reality of

crucifixion and the appearances |

(a bleeding, half-dead man
inspires pity, not awe).

i | A
P R R .

The Hallucination

Explains the appearances, but
fails the empty tomb (the body
would still be there) and the
psychological impossibility of
mass group visions.

'[ The Failed Hypotheses \

/" The |
Crucifixion J#

\ - The Empty
\ ITomb

= rénsform ed
"I Lives

The Singular Sﬁlution The bodily Resurrection is the only hybothesis
o that elegant[y satisfies all four historical facts without requiring
-absurd Ioglc:al physical, or psychological leaps.

Synthesis II: The Inescapable Convergence

The Stolen Body

Explains the empty tomb, but
fails the presence of the
Roman Guard and the
transformed, martyred lives of
the "conspirators".

The Failed Hypotheses =
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The Forensic Artifacts: A Two-Part Physical Testimony

The Shroud of Turin

Contains a 3D-encoded photographic
negative of a crucified man. Medical
accuracy includes wrist nail wounds and
cap of thorns.

The Sudarium of Qviedo

The ‘face cloth’ of John 20. It has a
continuous, documented history in Spain
dating back to at least 1075 AD—predating
the disputed C-14 dating of the Shroud by

centuries.

The Forensic Overlay

Digital analysis reveals over 70 points of
congruence (blood type AB, pulmonary edema
fluid, wound geometry) between the two
cloths. Both feature pollen from Gundelia
tournefortii, a thorny plant endemic to the
Middle East blooming during Passover.




\_Curator's Dossier /
The Foundation of Hope: A Cumulative Case

Layer 4. The Artifacts

. Forensic science corroborates the
= A exact physical details of the Passion.

History demonstrates that the bodily
. Resurrection is the only rational
= explanation for the Minimal Facts.

= [ayer 2: The Record

~ Historiography proves we possess an
/ "'-'uncorrupted eyewitness-based text.

Final Takeaway: Christianity does not require a blind leap into the dark; it invites a rational
step into the light. You are now equipped to be a ‘guardian of the way’—capable of
sharlng the truth with quiet confidence, gentleness, and respect



